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COOPERATION

> Many countries have implemented governance mechanisms for water resources,
usually at catchment area level. The input of French stakeholders such as the
Intermational Office for Water has been a determining factor for this. However, these
mechanisms are often incomplete as they rarely feature a virtuous financial cycle and
are not sufficiently based on detailed knowledge of waterresources.

> A lack of decentralization in many developing countries also results in weak governance
of water and sanitation services and subsequently limits access to safe drinking water
and sanitation.

> Despite real progress, the lack of cooperation between countries concerning catchment
areas they share, including very large rivers, can lead to regional imbalances and even
conflicts.

> The current rate of annual investment in water and sanitation is deemed to be three to
four times below what is needed to achieve the ambitions set by the 2030 Agenda, and
cooperation in this field is still too limited in terms of financing and does not make
sufficient use of blended or innovative financing methods.

OR

> The financing needed to achieve universal access to safe drinking water and sanitation is
estimatedtobe 3to 4 times greaterthan current investments (World Bank, 2016).

> This situation will prevent the achievement of a sustainable world by 2030 and, if
nothing changes, will delay the progress of SDGs 6 (water and sanitation), 13 (climate)
and 15 (life on land) and will affect SDGs 1 (no poverty) 2 (agriculture), 3 (good health), 4
(education), 5 (gender equality), 8 (decent work and economic growth), 10 (equality), 11
(cities), 12 (responsible consumption and production), 16 (peace).

In this context, the members of the French Water Partnership are convinced of:



> The need to take complexity into account. This requires a vision of development that is
inclusive, locally-deployed and systemic (silo-busting), dynamic and adaptive, and centered
on the optimized and integrated management of water in nature.

> The fundamental importance of integrating water policies and projects at all geographical
levels, initially in catchment areas, into every aspect of the 2030 Agenda and its 17 SDGs
and their rationale which is based on determining 2030 targets, roadmaps, indicators,
mechanisms and multi-stakeholderforums for progress monitoring.

> The usefulness of having the owners of polides and projects assess the related impacts in
regard to the 17 SDGs using the Water4allSDGs application.

Consequently, the members of the FWP insist upon:

> The importance of the theme: the development, balance and stability of all regions of the
world, and especially Africa, depend onit.

> The need for a profound shift in vision, mentality and culture in public and private actions,
and for “commons” approaches.

> The need to create consistency across all frameworks, directives, strategies, institutions
and sectoral policies focusing primarily on the SDGs covering the 20 water targets (6, 13
and 15 as a priority), through appropriate governance at the relevant geographical levels, in
priority at hydrological basin level.

> Regional land use and the implementation of regional projects at scales that can take
spedificities into account, onboard stakeholders, and ensure coherence, while ensuring that
the interfaces between the different levels function efficiently.

> The need for extensive decentralization, places where multiple stakeholders can
communicate and, if necessary, for legitimate and effective arbitration systems to be
structured inorderto serve the general interest.

With regard to Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM):

> The need for multi-sectoral and regional approaches for the sustainable management and
rational use of resources, first and foremost in catchment areas, which address issues
related to water, soils, climate change, and biodiversity, but also energy, food security and
waste management from source to sea. Saving water, using it more effidently, and
preserving water in soils should be strongly encouraged. When possible and sustainable, the
use of new resources may be considered, depending on the issues specific to each catchment
area and region.

> The implementation of multi-scale integrated water resources management (IWRM)
systems, which implies participatory and multi-stakeholder governance, enables concerted
decisions to be made among authorities, manufacturers, farmers, associations and the
government, on how to manage and share resources.

> Transparent and participatory governance of safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene
services to provide effective, sustainable and affordable access to the entire population as
well asinschoolsand health facilities.

> The need to make transboundary basin water management a core concern for all
stakeholders and to help set up organizations to facilitate cooperation between States, in
alignment with the princples of the UNECE Convention on the Protection and Use of
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (1992) ,the UN Convention on the Law
of the Non-navigational Uses of Intemational Watercourses (1997) and the UN General
Assembly resolution 63/124 on the law of transboundary aquifers.



Withregard to financing and international cooperation:

> Governments should focus on suitable combinations that can be envisaged for financing and

allow project leaders easier access to funding. It is preferable to use various sources of
funding, choosing those which best suit each situation based on the "3 Ts" principle (tariffs,
taxesand transfers).

> The first type of funding should be internal, from the countries and local regions, starting

>

with the catchment areas. This requires water-related legislation to be brought in and a
strong political will to implement virtuous mechanisms at regional level (license fees and
financial aid). These mechanisms should enable investment in infrastructures and their
operation, as well as establishing data acquisition and information systems, and increasing
capacity.

International aid, including public funding for development, should primarily be used for
vulnerable areas, as per the equity and universality criteria of the 2030 Agenda (least
developed countries, urban areas but also peri-urban and rural areas) and as a priority in
the form of donations. The aid paradigm should also be widened from the provision of
infrastructure to include support for putting in place services and sustainable management
that incorporates knowledge, better quality projects, increased capacity, institutional support
and good governance. In some poor regions, imparting knowledge of simple technologies can
also achieve sustainable results that cost very little and are suited to the context.

The development of institutional cooperation between basin organizations and
decentralized cooperation between local authorities from different countries
(North-South-South) is also a source of progress by enabling technical conversations among
decision-makers atregional level.

With regard to multi-stakeholder partnerships:

>

>

The development of partnerships between public and private stakeholders (including
States) at country level must be widely encouraged as a way to gain understanding of the
jobs and constraints of each party and thereby foster synergy for effective and sustainable
policies and projects.

The creation of a network between these partnershipsinthe North and South is to be

strongly encouraged.

>

The French Water Partnership has arole to play in this respect.



