
1

PRESS KIT
7th World Water Forum
South Korea 
April 12-17, 2015

1

2015 :  T h e  T im e  fo R  I m Pl E m E n TaT I o n



2



3

1,8
billion

 people use water 
contaminated 

by faecal matter

2,5
million

people do not have 
access to proper 

sanitation

HEALTH 
CONCERNS

2015 : fRom ThE 7Th WoRld WaTER 
foRum In SouTh KoREa To CoP21 : 
ChallEngES lIE ahEad!

SCHOOLwater collection 
chores for women 
and children

GENDER 
INEQUALITY

insecurity

no school
for girls

EMERGENCY

gRoWIng nEEdS

aCCESS  To dRInKIng WaTER  and SanITaTIon

people
+2-3 billion

by 2050 

+
EN

ER
GY

 &
 IN

DUSTRIES

DO
M

ES
TIC

 PURPOSES

FO
OD

 S
EC

URITY

GROWING NEEDS EMERGENCY

gEndER  InEqualITy



4

DISAPPEARANCE OF 64% 
OF THE EARTH’S WETLANDS

100 000 ANIMAL 
SPECIES IN DANGER

In developing 
countries,

90% 
of waste water  
LEFT UNTREATED

NATURAL DISASTERS AND CLIMATE CHANGE

FLOODS DROUGHTS
TSUNAMIS

STORMS MELTING GLACIERS

EMERGENCY

PolluTIon and dEgRadaTIon  of ECoSySTEmS

naTuRal dISaSTERS and ClImaTE ChangE
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South Korea, the cities 
of Daegu and Gyeongju,
the Gyeongbuk province 
and the World Water 
Council are organizing 
the 7th World Water 
Forum.

Daegu and Gyeongju will host the 7th World Water Forum from April 12 to 17, 2015.
All water stakeholders — from governments to parliamentarians, local and 
regional authorities, NGOs, users, intergovernmental organizations, public and 
private corporations, professionals, scientists and experts — will be present.

Since 1997, these Forums have become essential triennial events and have 
been instrumental in adressing the major water issues and challenges of the 
21st century  :

Istanbul 2009 Paved the way 
for recognition of the right to water, 
resulting in the adoption of this right 
by the United Nations in 2010

Marseille 2012  : 
This was the first Forum hosted 
by France. In particular, this edition 
called « A Time for Solutions » 
facilitated the entry into force in 
2014 of the 1997 United Nations 
Convention on Transboundary River 
Basin Management

Mexico 2006 Highlighted the 
key role played by local and regional 
authorities in water management

mExICo

TuRKEy

fRanCE

SouTh
KoREa
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Side events will be held during the 7th Forum. These side events include traditional prizes such 
as the King Hassan II Great World Water Prize and the Kyoto World Water Grand Prize, as well as 
two new events  : the World Water Challenge and the World Water Showcase. For more informa-
tion, please visit  : www.worldwaterforum7.org

This Forum represents an opportunity for France to share its know-how and exchange views with the inter-

national water community within the frame of global Sustainable Development policies.

innovation : 
a key to success to make the 
water sector move forward

Political Process 
The Political Process has three main components  : government, 

parliamentarians, and local and regional authorities. Its aim is 

to serve as a stimulus for political recommendations to ensure 

that water is at the top of the global agenda. Discussions will be 

held with a view of preparing for the negotiations that are on 

the post-2015 Development Agenda for the United Nations and 

the Paris COP21. 

Thematic Process
Over one hundred multi-stakeholder sessions focusing on 16 

different themes and approximately twenty special sessions 

will bring together water experts and high-level participants. 

Science and Technology Process
For the first time at a World Water Forum, sessions, debates and 

panel discussions will form the basis for discussions on techno-

logical, social and environmental innovations. 

Regional Process
Abundance or shortage of water resources, vulnerability to 

climate risks, etc. This process will highlight the specific geo-

graphic problems of each of the world’s major regions.

Citizen Forum
Through conferences, sessions and workshops, all participants 

will be able to share their thoughts on topics ranging from sea 

water to governance, education on water issues and more.

Water must be a core focus 
of global public policies

Setting the course for 
the coming years

ThE 7Th foRum, 
« WaTER foR ouR fuTuRE, » 
WIll foCuS on ImPlEmEnTaTIon 
and InnovaTIon

Taking into account the specific 
characteristics of each world 
region

making sure the voice of civil 
society is heard

The Forum will be held in Daegu and Gyeongju and will center on the following issues :

daEgu

daEgu

gyEongju 

gyEongju 

gyEongju 
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French water 
stakeholders : 

innovative know-how 
to address major 

global challenges.

Water must be a core 
focus of the United 
Nations post-2015 

Development Agenda. 

The challenges for France

The 200 FreNch STAKeholDerS preSeNT DUriNg The ForUm Will 
be qUiTe AcTive  : 
• They will participate in 51 of the Forum’s 104 thematic sessions

• They are co-organizing the European Regional Process and will be highly involved 

in the Mediterranean Process.

• They are responsible for initiating high-level panel discussions on climate.

The French Pavilion, which is coordinated by the French Water Partnership (FWP), will 

be a host for all French water stakeholders (ministries, NGOs, professionals, local au-

thorities, basin authorities, scientific organization, experts). Thirteen special events will 

be held at the Pavilion. Highlights will include climate-related events, the presentation 

of indicators attached to the post 2015 Development Agenda, as well as an assessment of 

commitments made during the 2012 Forum held in Marseille, France. These events will 

enable the FWP to carry out its three key messages in a collective way.

To STAy Up To DATe oN All The lATeST NeWS From The FreNch 
DelegATioN To The WorlD WATer ForUm, FolloW US oN TWiTTer!
You will also find information on all events held at the French Pavilion and news 

broadcast on highlights from the Forum every day on the FWP website at 

www.partenariat-francais-eau.fr in the live section.

Our 3 strategic messages

@PfE_fWP
a hashtag for live reports : 
#WWf7france

The French Pavilion  : a digital space 
with robots made in France

2

French stakeholders 
call for the inclusion 

of water within climate 
actions.

31
3 KEY MESSAGES 
from French water 
stakeholders

www.french-water-partnership.fr

www.partenariat-francais-eau.fr

+33 (0) 1 41 20 19 49

 +33 (0) 1 41 20 16 09

51 rue Salvador Allende

92027 Nanterre / France

COMMITTED TO WATER FOR THE WORLD ENGAGÉS POUR L’EAU DU MONDE
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1  What are 
your expectations 
regarding the 7th 
World Water 
Forum?

 As mr. ban Ki-moon, Se-
cretary-general of the United 
Nations, recently said, « Ne-
ver before has the world had 
to face such a complex agen-
da in a single year, the year 
2015. And this unique oppor-

tunity will not come again in 
our generation. »

The challenges for the wa-
ter sector remain tremen-

dous. each year, in children 
under five years of age, 361 

000 deaths could be prevented 
through better water, sanitation 

and hygiene. 1.8 billion people use 
water contaminated with fecal mat-

ter and 90% of pollution is discharged 
without treatment in developing coun-

tries. This situation is all the more alar-
ming considering the population growth  : 

9 billion people are expected to live on this planet 
by 2050. We will have to secure water resources 
in order to insure food security and sustainable 
access to water and sanitation , all the while pre-
serving the environment.  

global management of water resources, involving 
all the players of a water basin, within a cohe-
rent framework between agriculture, energy and 
environment policies, is a first step to solving 
these problems. This is what the French Water 
partnership strongly believes.

i am therefore hoping that the Forum will set the 
tone for the fundamental decisions that lie ahead 
in 2015 in order to :

› reduce the risk of disasters, particularly through 
the UN World conference on Disaster risk reduction 
which will take place in march 2015, Sendaï, Japan ;
› Fund development, on the occasion of Addis 
Ababa conference on Financing for Development 
in July 2015 ;
› Define planetary priorities for the next 15 years 
(post-2015 Development Agenda) at the UN gene-
ral Assembly in September 2015, New york, United 
States ;
› provide responses to climate change with a view 
to the United Nations climate change conference 
which will be held in paris in December.

4 quESTIonS foR 
mR. hEnRI BégoRRE, 

PRESIdEnT of ThE fREnCh 
WaTER PaRTnERShIP
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2  Were the commitments 
made by French players at the 
Marseille Forum met?
 

 Today i can tell you that 84% of the 121 
commitments made by French water stakehol-
ders in marseille have already been met or are 
underway!

The theme of the 6th World Water Forum was « A 
Time for Solutions » but it was also a time for 
commitments. evidence lies in the 358 commit-
ments that were made there, including 121 com-
mitments made by French players. 

Additionally, one of these French commitments 
requested that the French Water partnership mo-
nitor the implementation of these commitments. 
We have prepared an initial assessment of results 
that will be included in a publication to be distri-
buted at the Forum in Korea. French players will 
moreover pursue the follow up of their commit-
ments between each Forum.

As president of this partnership, i am very pleased 
to see the investment made by French water 
stakeholders in contributing to the sector’s pro-
gress on a global scale.

in its own way, France is setting an excellent 
example!

3  What role do you hope 
to see the FWP play at this 
Forum?
 

 The French have something to say. They 
will share their extensive collective experience 
in the global management of water resources in 

France and abroad within the Forum’s different 
processes. France will be gladly represented by 
its different local stakeholders in all their diver-
sity, including ministers, parliamentarians, local 
and regional authorities, Ngos, economic players, 
scientists and experts. They will be more than two 
hundred to carry the voice of our country. Among 
other things, they will speak at 51 of the 104 the-
matic sessions (i.e. nearly half of them!) and at 
two of the regional processes (the european and 
mediterranean processes). 

A digital French pavilion, organized by the FWp, will 
be the assembly point for all French attendees and 
their foreign partners. it will host thirteen events 
during the week of the Forum. 

4  France will host the United 
Nations Climate Change 
Conference, COP21, later this 
year. How will the FWP be 
involved in this event?

 Water is strongly affected by climate 
change. The water world however holds the keys to 
the fight against climate change, both in terms of 
adapting to the change as well as reducing green-
house gas emissions. This sector has a number 
of solutions that are just waiting to be shared on 
a much broader scale! in this context, the French 
members of the FWp have prepared a publication 
showcasing their actions which will be available 
during the Forum. These actions can also be found 
on a dedicated database within the FWp website as 
well as on the cop21 solutions platform. 
i can tell you that the members of the French Water 
partnership are very galvanized for this crucial mi-
lestone that will determine the future of humanity. 

9
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ThE fREnCh WaTER 
PaRTnERShIP

The French Water Partnership (FWP) is a non-profit organization founded in 2007 on 

World Water Day.

It is a French platform for discussing and exchanging ideas that help to place water at 

the top of the global political agenda. It also helps to share the collective know-how 

of French players throughout the world. The FWP now has more than 120 members 

from the public and private water sectors.

The FWP consists of six colleges made up of representatives from 1  the government 

and its public institutions ; 2  NGOs, organizations and foundations ; 3  regional au-

thorities and parliamentarians ; 4  economic players ; 5  research and training estab-

lishments and 6  French and foreign private individuals. It carries out its activities 

in a collaborative manner, without any category of members taking priority over the 

others. Together they develop common, consensus-based messages and communicate 

them in European and international bodies and networks such as the United Nations, 

the European Union, the Union for the Mediterranean and at events such as the World 

Water Forum and the World Water Week conference in Stockholm. 

A key player 
in the international
water community

The FWP’s means of action : 
collaborating in order 
to speak with one voice 
on the international stage

Sanitation

Assainissement

Water basin management

Gestion par bassins

Access to drinking water

Accès à l’eau potable

1 2 3 4 5 6

FWP and its members’ expertise 
on key topics

SOLUTIONS BOOKLET
from French water 
stakeholders

3

2015 :  T H E  T IM E  FO R  I M PL E M E N TAT I O N
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Biodiversity

Biodiversité

Global and climate change

Changements 
globaux et climatiques

Water in the sustainable 
development goals

L’eau dans les objectifs 
du développement durable

Sustainable cities

Villes durables

Financing

Financements

Training

Formation

Innovations 
and french know-how

Innovations 
et savoir-faire français

Solidarity mechanisms

Mécanismes de solidarité

The FWP’s main message 
Current French legislation provides for an integrated management of water resources 

policy at a coherent hydrological unit scale : the hydrological basin. 

This requires :

• A comprehensive approach to water resources, including surface water, groundwa-

ter and coastal water ;

• Cooperation, organization and solidarity among all water stakeholders and users 

• Financial solidarity mechanisms ;

• A balanced approach between efficient resource management and the mobilization 

of new resources ;

• Consistency among policies in the areas of water, climate, agriculture, energy and 

the environment. 

This concept is a first step toward the resolution of global water challenges.

integrated management 
of water resources : water 
management by and for 
everyone

Food security

Sécurité alimentaire

Energy

Energie

Emergency, reconstruction 
and development

Urgence, reconstruction 
et développement
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7th World Water Forum 
in South Korea, in the city 
of Daegu and in Gyeongbuk 
Province

the United Nations General 
Assembly will set the post-2015 
Development Agenda, which 
will lay down the international 
community’s strategic goals 
for the next 15 years 

Conference of Parties 
to the Climate 
Convention 2015 
(COP21)

September 2015

April 2015

December 2015 

Creation of Water Expertise : 
the first French platform for water experts

The expertise of the various French water stakeholders is being brought to the inter-

national stage by the French Water Partnership. To spread the influence and extend 

of this expertise, the FWP has collaborated with the Scientific and Technical Associa-

tion for Water and the Environment (ASTEE) to develop the « Water Expertise France » 

platform.

This tool is a showcase for the diversity and complementary of French experts, who 

work to ensure the efficiency and sustainability of water resource management. It 

serves as a directory for the stakeholders of the water sector and provides an over-

view of the most innovative projects in the field. 

Discover French innovations and stakeholders at :

www.water-expertise-france.fr

World Water Forum 
South Korea
12-17 april 2015
French water stakeholders : 
innovative know-how to address 
major global challenges

TaRgETEd InITIaTIvES 
fRom ThE fWP To mEET 
ThE ThREE landmaRKS of 2015
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« Water indicators » to monitor progress 
in achieving the post-2015 Goals

The post-2015 Agenda will only be effective if it is combined with a monitoring system 

based on ambitious, reliable indicators that allow the assessment of each country’s 

progress towards achieving the Development Goals.

The FWP has worked alongside its foreign partners and the French Ministry of Ecolo-

gy as well as the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs in order to develop a monitoring 

system using indicators linked to the water-related targets. 

An expandable version of these indicators is available at  :

www.partenariat-francais-eau.fr

The vote on post-2015 
Sustainable 
Development Goals
new york 
September 2015
Water must be a core focus 
of the future United Nations 
Sustainable Development Agenda

United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP21)
Paris, france
november 30 
to december 11, 2015.
Water and climate : 
Acting for the future

A publication and a database displaying the 
climate proof actions developed by French water 
stakeholders in order to address climate change. 

The FWP identifies climate proof actions to show the ways in which water stakehol-

ders, in all their diversity, have developed solutions to respond to climate change..

The publication and the database of these actions are available at  :

www.partenariat-francais-eau.fr 

www.french-water-partnership.fr

www.partenariat-francais-eau.fr

+33 (0) 1 41 20 19 49

 +33 (0) 1 41 20 16 09

51 rue salvador allende

92027 nanterre / France

coMMItteD to WAteR foR the WoRLD ENGAGÉS POUR L’EAU DU MONDE

The French Water Partnership (FWP) is a non-profit organ-
ization established under the French Law of 1901. It was 
founded in 2007 on World Water Day.
It is a French platform for discussing and exchanging ide-
as that helps to place water at the top of the global political 
agenda. It also helps to share the collective know-how of 
French players throughout the world. The FWP now counts 
more than 120 members from the public and private wa-
ter sectors.
The FWP consists of six panels made up of representatives 
from 1) the government and its public institutions; 2) NGOs, 
organizations and foundations; 3) regional authorities and 
parliamentarians; 4) economic players; 5) research and train-
ing establishments and 6) French and foreign private indi-
viduals. It carries out its activities in a collaborative manner, 
without any category of members taking priority over the 
others. Together they develop common, consensus-based 
messages and communicate them in European and inter-
national bodies and networks such as the United Nations, 
the European Union, the Union for the Mediterranean and at 
events such as the World Water Forum and the World Water 
Week in Stockholm. 

French Water PartnershiP Presentation

The French know-how 
to respond to climate change

APRIL 2015

WATER AND CLIMATE,
ActIng foR the futuRe



L’eau dans les objectifs 

du développement durable
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Glossary of the FWP

 Pictogram of our Colleges    Pictogram of our themes

Government and Public Institutions

Economic Stakeholders

NGOs, non-pro�t Organizations 
and Foundations

Local Authorities 
and Parliamentarians

Technical, Scienti�c, 
Research and 
Training Organizations

French and International 
Individuals

Access to drinking water

Sanitation

Water basin management

Food Security

Energy

Emergency, Reconstruction 
and Development

Biodiversity

Global and Climate Change

Sustainable Cities

Solidarity Mechanisms

Innovations 
and French Know-how

Governance

Financing

Training



The French Water Partnership (FWP) is a non-profit organ-
ization founded in 2007 on World Water Day.
it is a French platform for discussing and exchanging ide-
as that helps to place water at the top of the global political 
agenda. it also helps to share the collective know-how of 
French players throughout the world. The FWP now counts 
more than 120 members from the public and private wa-
ter sectors.
The FWP consists of six panels made up of representatives 
from 1) the government and its public institutions; 2) NGOs, 
organizations and foundations; 3) regional authorities and 
parliamentarians; 4) economic players; 5) research and train-
ing establishments and 6) French and foreign private indi-
viduals. it carries out its activities in a collaborative manner, 
without any category of members taking priority over the 
others. Together they develop common, consensus-based 
messages and communicate them in european and inter-
national bodies and networks such as the United Nations, 
the european Union, the Union for the mediterranean and at 
events such as the World Water Forum and the World Water 
Week in Stockholm. 

PReSeNTATIoN oF THe FReNCH WATeR PARTNeRSHIP

www.french-water-partnership.fr

www.partenariat-francais-eau.fr

+33 (0) 1 41 20 19 49

 +33 (0) 1 41 20 16 09

51 rue Salvador Allende

92027 Nanterre / France

COMMITTED TO WATER FOR THE WORLD ENGAGÉS POUR L’EAU DU MONDE


